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A Second Letter 
Mr. MILES PRANCE, 


In REPLY to the 


GHOS 


Sir Edmond-bury Godfrey, 


Mr. PRANCE, 


ſcen a prolix, railing , and impertinent 

Famphler, intituled, Sir E. B. G's. Ghoſt, 

and pretended to be an Anſwer to my 
ſaid Letter, And conceiving You are betrer 
acquain:ed with Ghoſts than my ſelf,] thought 
fi: to dire&t my Anſwer to that Ghoft to You, 
and thereby ſhew the ridiculouſnefs thereof, as 
allo vindicate the Truths contained in my ſaid 
former Letter, and ſhew You and the world 
further circumſtances to juſtifie rhe fame, and 
therefore, according to the method of my for- 
mer Letter, I ſhall proceed by theſe Heads, 


& my laſt to you of the 23 paſt,l have 


And firſt, not underſtanding what the Ghoſt 
'mcans,by arraigning the Juſtice of the Narion, 
unl-ſs he would allert that all that are legally, 
( are likewiſe juſtly hanged;) and ſo conſe. 
quently , that the Mother and her two Sons 
were juiily hanged in Gloceſterſhire , for the 
Murdcr of the Lady Viſcounteſs Campaen's 
Steward, though he afterwards appeared alive; 
And 1 do nor find that ever his appearance ar- 
raign'd theJuſtice of the Nation. And remitting 
the conſideration of Mr, Br o:yns,the Chyrurgi- 
ons,and Mrs Cx tis'$Evidence in relation to the 
Blood, to its proper place; andafhrming, (as 
the truth 1s,) that Mrs. Celliers, Mrs. Mary 
Groen the Newgate prieſts , fames Magragh, 
and all other Iriſh men, or Iriſh Evidences, or 
o:her Papiſt or P apilts,or Popiſhly afteCtcd per- 


ſons whatſoever; as alſo thoſe concerned in the 
late Sham of his having hang'd himſelf, are 
ſtrangers to, and had not the leaſt knowledge 
or intimation of the Contents bf my ſaid for- 
mer Letter, nor any way concerned therein, or 
in or with any part thereof; ( as the faid Ghoſt 
moſt falſly and maliciouſly infinuates.) I take 
notice that the ſaid Ghoſt ſeems' to admit ſo 
much of the truth of the ſaid Letter, as that 
it was repotted divers ddys before the dead 
Body was found, that he was murdered in 
Somerſet-houſe by the Papiſts, and which re- 
port was made even the next morning after he 
was miſſing, ( being Sunday 13 Ofeb. 1678 ) 
Now I would fain have thisGhoſt to inform the 
world who firſt raiſed that Report : But as to 
Mr, P«gdale's Letter of It, I cannor give it any 
better Anſwer, than that as his Evidence hath 
ſince beeg disbelieved in matters of greater 
conſequence, fo he not producing any ſuch 
Letter, you mult give me leave alſo to ſuſpect 
him in this. Bur as to the other Evidences of 
Mr. Birch and the reſt, Theirs I believe ro be 
very true for it's no miracle that a Report ſi» 
cunningly raiſed, (withour any ground) might 
as induſtriouſly be promulged to moſt parts of 
the Kingdom before the reſpective days they 
ſpeak of, c{pecially when the Plor had filled all 
mens heads with Fears and Teoloufics, without 
which it had not been in the power or art of the 
Ghoſt, or any of his Tribe, to have ſuggeſted 
the leaſt Surmiſe to contradift his being Felo 
de ſe, 

A Next 


Next, whereas my Letter faith, (an that 
truly ) that the Coroner's Jury were hiſt of 
opinion. and accordingly declared,he was Felo 
de ſe, and that much Art and Skill was uſed 
ro procure their Verdict to the contrary, This 
Ghoſt , inſtcad of contradicting that Truth, 
would infinuate,asif thar Letter reflected upon 
the Reputation of the Jurors, when as there 
was no luch thing imply'd or intended , they 
being known to be honeſt men, of good Repu- 
tation, and free fromFraud or Guile, and con- 
ſequently the cafier tobe over-reach'd, by the 
Cunning. of thoſe and that Party , whoſe in- 
tereſt it was todeceive them, and who never 
leave ary ſtone unturned to atrain their de. 
ſigns. And1 cannot but obſerve how $kilful 
and induitrious theſe People ft.It are, to hide 
and prevent the truth of that man's Death 
irom clearly appearing and ſhining forth, as 
without doubt it would, and muſt do, was not 
the matter now (as formerly ) puzied with 
Legends, and long Stories, nothing to the 
purpoſe And as to the Coroner's Warant for 
burying the Body, and recited in the Ghoſt, it's 
Notorious they are common Tricks, uſed by 
men of his Profeſſion, who (if any money is 
like rocome ) will uſually adjourn the Jury, 
and then make ſuch Warrants, (they knowing, 
that if the Verdict be Felo de ſe, it's then our 
of their power to give leave tq bury theCorps. ) 
And it would be very materiah, if the Coroner 
would declare what he received for that Jobb, 
and of whom, and what Evidence he had to 
induce the Jury to find ( as the Inquifition im- 
ports) that he was ſtrangled with a Linen 
Cloth, a matter of FaCt never ſo much as ſpo- 
ken of, until You came in with your Evidence, 
which was not in ſome weeks after. And1do 
again aver, That the Body was required by 
the Jurors to be opened, and was refuled ; and 
if the Boly was in their and the Coroner's 
power, ( as the Ghoſt infinuates ) ſuch pow- 
cr was concealed from, and denied the Jury. 
And it's very probable the Coroner of IWeſt- 
minſier's afliſtance was reſuſed, for ſpme ſuch 
indirect doings, for that there wasnot tne leaſt 
difference bertwixt the Coroners in relation to 
their Jurifdiftions,and the 1efmrnſter Coroner 
came not voluntarily of himſeif, but was im- 
portuned to be there by Mr. Wigg, and divers 
others of the chief Inhabitants of St. Marry s 
Pariſh Ard particularly, the Reverend Dr. 
Lloyd ( who preached the Funeral Sermpn ) 
ſpoke to the Coroner of Weſlminſter before he 

went, ({o that it had heen proper to have given 
the matters mentioned in that Sermon 1n evi- 
dence before the Jury. And it's obſervadble,the 
perſon mentioned to give the Information to 
the Doctor of the two: wounds in the Body, 
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and that two hours before i! was found, was 
never produced; For it he had, and thar <i1 
E. B.G. had been murcthered, tuch perſon 
might have been ſecured, and thereby the Nur- 
derersderected. But liuppote the Gholt will 
not pretend either that Sermon, or the Pamn- 
phler prin.ed by Vat Thompjontobe legal, or 
(indeed ) any Evidence at ail = 


And now, Mr, Prance, being come to the («- 
veral Faragraphs of my Leuer, 1 ſha!l tak 
them in order as they aic placed, and givethc 
Giolt particular anſwers accordingly. 


_ I. astosir E.B.6.s'erambulations there- 
In mentioned ro be on the Saturtiay he was tic {t 
miſſing, they are true in every particular, an 
will be proved by divers able, credible and un 
deniable Witnelles. And how vain itis for the 
Ghonlt to ask, Why thele Wiineiles did not 
Come in looner at the Tryal of Greeze, Lerry 
and Hil, do you judge, when all rhe wort: rc 
members the great Torrent thai carried all bc- 
fore itin favour of the Piot, and the murder of 
Sir E.B. G. by thc Papilts, wichout which {2s 
7 O. was heard tofay ) his Plot had failed; And 
when it is duly contiierea,that the ewo perſons 
that firſt found the Body, (tor no other cauſe) 
{uttered much in their Perſons ant Eſtates, by 
a long and chargeable Impriſorment. And all 
oihcrs that then ſeemed to Youbr of the eruth 
of that man's being murdered by the Papilts, 
were ſtigmarized with the odious Names of 
Papiits, and Diſcouragers (it not Promoters) 
of the Hot; It will appear no wonder, it pco- 
ple were unwilling to diſcover their know- 
le3ges,orto come voluntarily(withour procefs) 
ro-give tiieir Evidence, And how can it be 
unagined thoſe three unfortunate men , beiug 
kept cloſe Priſoners, could make inquiry after 
proper Evidences , or ( agiinit the common 
vogue ) draw into ſulpition the atlcrtion of his 
beuig murdered by the Papilts. 


II. The Ghoſt hath ſo much ingenuity to 


grant the 2 Paragraph of my Letter,as to the 


place and poſture he was found in; but would 
avoid the inacceſſableneſs of the p'ace, pre- 
tending a Lane near, when as that Lane is, in 
cticCt, unpaſiable, with two on a Horte, and 
comes not within 5oo yards of the place, and 
tne Mounds thither very high, and the Con« 
ſtable and his Aiiiſtancs, (though they lived in 
the Pariſh,and well knew the way were force! 
to break a Gap in the Mounds, though they 
were ſingly Hors'd. And whereas the Ghoſt 
alledges, That you do not depoſe he was 
carried to the place whally on Horle- 
back, he hath run himſelf into a worſe 
Dilemma , having made no proviſion of .mcn 


(Either 
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(either as to ſtrength or number) to carry 9 
o:eat and weighty a Corps, in the dead of the 
ng, over ſuch Mounds ard Fences; Bur let 
ail inqifirive FeojPle, defirous of Truth, rake 
the pain tur to go to the place (and that wich- 
0444 ay burthen on their backs) they will foon 
be convinced of rhe Afſerttion of the difhculty 
( if not impoſſttiitt'y) of thebringing a Dead 
Gi fps rhither, either on Foot or 6n Horſeback. 
And the pretenſions of the Ghoſts, as tothe 
limberneſs o! the Body any }: 'Y nts, dors not 
an{wer that part of niv Letter which retates to 
the impotRoilicy of 113 bring put 11fo a Sedas, 
For his Body, when found, was fiilt ; fo that 
what limberne(s happcned or appeared afrcr- 
hah no iclation to the Quit (tron, For 
it524 Ccriain Maxim, a dead limb. r Boily ca 
not be ſtitf ned. And pray, Vir. Prazce, g.ve 
us an account what be i of rhe Sedan, and 
the Cords? and how you could carry it with 
Cords ; tor the meaneſt Sedan-man wm Town 
will oil you Ir 18 1npract.cabie, or rather | arg 
pofſi'e; And you may, If you; "let 
at) cxpeciivenn with a Cord, 


wards, 


aſc, n ake 


Ill As tot!ic Body ting full of Bloud, when 
found ; the Ghoſt endeavours to di{prove thar 
A'!{zrrion, by the Evidence oi Mr. browa the 
Conſtable, the rewo Chyruigeons and Mrs. Czr- 
rſs, aid producerh the Evidence given at the 

va! of G-een, Berry and Hl, ani ain extra- 
ju licial Aﬀtcavie fince ma © by Mr. Lrows, 
ail another by Mrs, Car::f , to coun:enance 
ſuch his denyal. Bur, Mr. Praxce, (when you 
lee the Ghoſt } rell im the marrer of the 
Bloui will {and 1 aflure you and a all the world 
I: will ) be prov cd by divers cred;bleand und 
niable Evi:icncez And that I may acille the 
Gott in the mcan timeghe is to uncerftand that 
Mr &rown, the two Chyrurgeo!is, and Mrs. 
Crurciſs, are no comperent {nor can be ma'e- 
_ Wienct]:s in this caſe For Nr. Brown i 
as he 1d a raſh and unaccountabie act (to 
p:Ve it no worſe name ; inremoving tie gody 
b.fore rhe Coroner and Jury law if, (which 
hat! ccahon Qq all this C pul C3 } (Oo he muſt 
tot think to help himſcit by &tndavics, Or T1 

nultific one li At by another - And bif{tdes, as 
he unaJviicdly . and contrary to all Law and 
I'rattice) removed the B:xcy before the Coro 
nerand Jury camic ; fo h- 14 the ſame in the 
dark, (about Eight a ciock ar night; when the 
Candle was blown out ; wherety it was tN- 
poltible for himto look tor any Bluud, fo as to 
1:0!it; And neither he or the Ch: Turgcons (1 y 
'Uay-Hght) law the Wd c where the Bndy 
Was found, or where ihe Sword was pulled 
"ut, untilatter 1c a Clock the next day, be- 
07& which time much of the Bloud was taken 


4p, and the reſt rrampl'd our of fight by the 
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great concourſe of the People which came t 
rher. And as for Mrs Cartiiſt, ſ- only ſaw the 
Body ater it was trouzhe home, wan 
as the Body was ft:ipt at the WWhrte- Howe, 2:14 
a Blankct borrow'd there to wrap the Bo: Iv in ; 
So the world may juige of the Truth of her 
Aihdavic Burt | Mr Prauce) it will be fully 
proved, thar the Body was full of B'oud ; and 
that there were Cakes or Gubbers of dry w mh 
tound mm his Cloaths, which (with his Body) 
Nunk extremely, And it will be allo folly an! 
cif Ctually proved, that his Eyes, Noſtrils, an | 
Corners of his Mouth, were Fly blown; tho” 
tie Ghoſt (without the leaſt colour of reaſon) 
piccends It co be contrary to Nature and Rea. 
lon; when as Common eXp*ricnce Jaily Evin- 
CCS the Contrary. And I do ebſeirree, that the 
Gholt omits to rake notice of Two material 
Circumitances in this 34. Paragraph, ( viz.) 
Tiic fit as coth e Swords Cralhing agaiiult the 
Back bune : Theltecond, as to tha! partes the 
Sword which was in his Boy bcing difcolou- 
red. And pray, Mr. Prance, do You. (or the 
Ghoſt) give the reatons thereof, end of its 
Pour being Ruſty ; As alſo, what was or could 
be the caute of rhe $p0's in the Shire, Waſt- 
coat and Drawers, of Grecmth Colour, men» 
toncd in Mrs. Cart:/cs Athlavirt. 


IV. As tothe 4:h. Paragraph of my Letrer, 
| perceive the Ghoſt admits, that whca a man 
is Strangled or Hanged, bis Eyes will be extor- 
red ; and admits, that Sir E.B Godfrey's Eyes 
(when found ) were ſhut ; only he ſeems to 
quarrel with the colour of his Face ; @\nd, ſee- 


ing he admits his Face nor Black (as all Han... 
.zed mens arc, when cold) I care nor to con- 


reſt, whether his Face was Pale or Ruddy, or 
a hctle Swell'd, or not, toe being very incon- 
{1derable Circumſtances, But his denying the 
putretac tion Charged in that Paragraph, and 
the Conlequences deduced ! trom thence, is ROT 
only a great u ruth, but is cireftly ppoſir eto 
the Evidence given oy Mr St/lra actthe Try- 
al vcfore mentioned. / 42057, 3I. : 


V. Asto the grb Paragraph; The Ghoſt is 
ſo far from an{wering tte Aﬀert ons thicrein, 
as rhathe only quib' les at words ; and beg- 
©4117 te Queſtion, drduces thence 1 mp-<rtinenc 
and ridiculous Ar; *2ments. For it will be pro 
ved, that his Shoes were vlazcd ar the bottom 
of the Soles, ai:uy which nult of acccſſicy be oc- 
Caltlned by bis walking 01 the Grals. And (Nr. 
Irauce) it you and the Ghoſt will waik thither, 
You will caiiy experience If, and fo may any 
b0: 'Y clie ſatistic hunicii 1 mhis {peculation 3 
As allo, as 16 the Grais-ttris that tuck in ths 
ſeams of his Shocs 3; which 1s lo far from be- 
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Ghoſt would argue ) as that 1t will be proved 
by undeniable Evidence. But (Mr. Pranzce,) 
pray ack the Ghoſt how he came there with- 
0.!t a ſprck of Dirt? and whop ck d the Horle- 
hairs olf his Cloa:hs ; and Ict him contrive (if 
he can) a probabl- or rational way for a Dead 
Mar 03 Horie-back, to hold up his Legs, or to 
ave them or his Cloaths from the dirt :, For 
though a man may walk thither very clean,yet 
it 5 impoſſible at that time of the year to ride, 
Cirher without being dirtied and ſome Horſe 
hairs ſticking on lis Cloaths: But perhaps the 
next account from the Ghoſt will be, that he 
either rid with Gambadoes, or clſe a pair of 
Filher-mens Boots, 


VI. As to the ſixth Paragraph, Pray Mr. 
Praiice tell the Ghoſt, his railing againſt Popiſh 
Nurſes and Popiſh Midwives, is no anſwer to 
ticAllertions in that Paragraph : for all the wo- 
men in the Town are competent Judges there- 
of, and I hope the Ghoſt will not ſay they are 
all Papiſts. But pray tell the Ghoſt he rakes 
no notice of the heighth of the Collar, and irs 
bc1ng faſt butron'd about his Neck when found. 
Nor the concluſion of that Paragraph ; and 
therefore I ſuppoſe he admits it to be all true, 


VII And asto the 7 and laſt Paragraph,which 
relates.only ro the ditference betwixt Yours, 
and Mr. Bedlow s Evidence; I muit take norice, 
that what You and He (ſwear, are very contra- 
dictory, and much more thanlI hinted in my 
ſaid Lerter : And though part of it be as He and 
You were infouned, yet You and He ſwear the 
Informations were received from the Perſons 
actually concerned in the Murder, and who 
lad confidence enough in Mr. Ged/ow (though 
I'e rcluſed 4000! to help to kill him,and 20001 
to help carry him away,) as to ſhew him the 
dead Body, and fo were under no temptation 
of mil-informing cither him or your ſelf. And 
pray Vir, France, will You let the world know 
what reward You were to have for that Job: 
For certainly You deſerved as much as Mr. Bed- 
low, and needed more, you having a Wife and 

Children, and he a Ba'chelor, 
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Thus, Mr. Prazce, having gone through cach 
Paragraph of my L-tter, and anſwered the 
Gnolt to your fatisfaCtion ; I ſhould leave here, 
fearing I have been too tedions already : But 
1 cannot omit to take further notice of Mrs. 
Cartis's Aﬀidavit, in relation to the drops of 
Wax found upon the Cloaths, in which 1 can- 
not ſay but ſhe may ſwear true ;z but this I do 
aver, thatif it be ſo, thoſe drops were put up- 
on the Cloaths long after he was found, and 
atter the Jury had fart on the Body ; for there 
was no ſuch thing then on the Cloaths : And [ 
ſuppoſe this was ſome Artifice uſed by thoſe, 
who, either out of Intereſt or Deſign, were de. 
firous tro conhrm his being murthered at Somer- 
ſet-houſe, and to carry on the great lie and im. 
pertinent ſtory then invented, and given out 
(amongſt others,) that he was laid under the 
High Alrar there; And if my Information fail 
not . there were other ſuch like tricks uſed, 
which I ſhall make bold to acquaint thoſe more 
nearly concerned therein, than your ſelf ; and 
ſhall give them to underſtand, that it's no won- 
der a man in Sir E. B. G's circumſtances, ſhould 
kill himſelf, ſuch acciden's being no News to 
that Family, wherein Mclancholly and Diſtra- 
tion (that often produces ſuch effects,) hath 
been predominant , and might occaſion the 
words he ſpake to Sir The. Kobivſon, as to his 
being the firſt Martyr. 


And now, Mr. Prance, for a Concluſion, If 
you were guilty of the murder of Sir E. B. G. 
how durit you (as you did) on the Friday after 
he was found, go to Primroſe-Hill to ſee the 
Body, and not be afraid it ſhould at your ap- 
proach have bled afreſh? And how came you 
(after Green, Bury, and Hill were hanged,) to 
declare in anſwer to a ſolemn Queſtion, rhat 
you knew nothing of che death of Sir E. B.G. 
Pray remember me to your old Friend and 
Lodger Mr. Kenn, My Reſpetts alſo to your 
Wife, not forgerting your little Daughter, who 
gave you ſo good advice before you took your 
Journey into Nettinghamphire, and afliſted vir 
WH, to ſeize B:4qingfictd, who was tury'd a 
bout 14 months before out of the Gatehozſe. 


I am 


Cambridge, March 
13, 1631, 


—_ 


Your Loving Friend, 


1 rueman, 
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